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LETTER  VI

July zxst, 1786.
*****

AN odd incident has happened to me. I am
just returned from the French ambassador's, who
sent me word he could not have the honour of
receiving my visit, because he was busy. To feel
the whole import of this act, it is necessary to
know that there has lately appeared an article in
the Hamburg Gazette, affirming in express terms
I had received orders to quit France. You will
further recollect that, in general, the ambassador
of France is eagerly desirous of receiving the
visits of French travellers. Such is the present
combination of circumstances that this, which
would only, on any other occasion, be an affair
of rather serious impoliteness, is at this moment
a very embarrassing affectation. I believe I have
no need to tell you I am far superior to punctilio j
but this is not mere form. The natural prepon-
derance of France is such that the respect in
which a native of that country is held cannot ba
wholly independent of the reception he shallnterest and the strength to impede such
